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The American Council for an Energy-

Efficient Economy (ACEEE) 

Å ACEEE is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that acts as a catalyst 

to advance energy efficiency policies, programs, 

technologies, investments, & behaviors

Å 50 staff; headquarters in Washington, D.C.

Å Focus on end-use efficiency in industry, buildings, & 

transportation

Å Other research in economic analysis; behavior; energy 

efficiency programs; & national, state, & local policy

Å Funding:

Ǔ Foundation Grants (52%)

Ǔ Contract Work & Govôt. Grants (20%)

Ǔ Conferences & Publications (20%)

Ǔ Contributions & Other (8%)

www.aceee.org/@ACEEEdc



Timeline of EPA and State Actions

Spring - Summer 2015

EPA releases sample 

federal model plan for 

states

Summer 2015

EPA releases final rule for 

existing power plants

Summer 2016

Final state plans due to EPA 

(may request extension until 

Summer 2017)

Summer 2017

Final multi-state plans due to 

EPA (may request extension 

until Summer 2018)

Present - Summer 2016

State air agencies conduct 

stakeholder engagement 



Keys to Success

1. Get involved in the planning process

Å Build relationships

Å Understand opportunities to weigh in

Å Determine timing

Å Learn about funding opportunities

2. Design/modify programs and projects to meet 111(d) criteria

ÅIs it one of EPAôs ñapprovedò methods?

ÅCan it meet EPAôs 4 evaluation criteria from the CPP?

Å Does it fit within an existing example of EE credit in SIPs?



State Legislative Action

Bills impacting compliance plan process or 

content.

Source: National Conference of State Legislatures 

http://www.ncsl.org/research/energy/states-reactions-to-proposed-epa-greenhouse-gas-emissions-standards635333237.aspx


State Legislative Action

Source: National Conference of State Legislatures 

Resolutions impacting compliance plan 

process or content.

http://www.ncsl.org/research/energy/states-reactions-to-proposed-epa-greenhouse-gas-emissions-standards635333237.aspx


American Legislative Exchange 

Council

Å KY, PA, WV, othersé

Source: http://www.alec.org/cpp-facts/maps/

http://www.alec.org/cpp-facts/maps/


How do we know if EE can count?

1. EPA says so 

OR

2. Make an educated 

guess



EE Policies and Programs Included 

in 111(d) (EPA SAYS SO!)

Å Demand-Side EE Programs

Å Energy efficiency resource standards (EERS)

Å Ratepayer-funded EE programs

Å Also mentions non-EE:

Å Market-based emission limits

Å Greenhouse gas performance standards

Å Utility planning approaches

Å Renewable portfolio standards



Without more explicit guidance we 

must make an educated guess

Could look to:

ÅExisting EPA guidance

ÅClean Power Plan guidance

ÅExisting state practices

ÅPrior treatment of EE 

ÅGood ideas being vetted



EE Policies and Programs where 111(d) 

Credit is Promising, but Uncertain

Å Energy savings performance contracts

Å Building energy codes

Å Combined heat and power

Å Energy retrofits outside a PSC program

Å Appliance/Equipment standards

Å Behavior-based programs

Å Water and EE programs

Å EE registry



Which of These Can Cities Do?

All of them!
V Energy savings performance 

contracts

V Building energy codes

V Combined heat and power

V Energy retrofits outside a PSC 

program

V Appliance/Equipment standards

V Behavior-based programs

V Water and EE programs

V EE registry



Why Bother?

Å Could lead to additional 

financial support

Å Helps create permanence for 

programs

Å Could improve existing 

programs by increasing rigor 

and oversight

Å Momentum could lead to new 

projects and programs



EPA Guidance for State Plans

EPA has released:

Å Criteria by which they propose to evaluate 

and approve state plans

Å Proposed components of state plans

Å State Plan Considerations Technical Support 

Document


